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“The

highlight of this quarter was without doubt the
successful hosting of the international conference of the
African Association for Lexicography (AFRILEX) from the
6th-9th of July 2015. AFRILEX brings together lexicographers,
terminologists, dictionary users and publishers.”

Langa Khumalo, PhD Linguistics.
Director: Language Planning and
Development Office.
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1. Introduction

The highlight of this quarter was without doubt the successful hosting of the international
conference of the African Association for Lexicography (AFRILEX) from the 6th-9th of July
2015. AFRILEX brings together lexicographers, terminologists, dictionary users and publishers.
The conference brought together local and international theoretical lexicographers and
lexicologists to discuss inter alia modern advances in dictionary making, dictionary use, dictionary
access, and terminology creation, storage and dissemination. This year’s 20th international
conference edition was held at the University of KwaZulu-Natal at the Howard College
campus’s Unite Building. Renowned international expert in Lexicography, Dr Kathrin KunkelRazum from the German Institut für Deutsche Sprache (IDS) conducted a pre-conference
workshop on Electronic Lexicography. The keynote speaker from overseas was Dr Michael Rundell,
an expert corpus lexicographer and founder member of the European Association for
Lexicography (EURALEX). He is also the current Editor-in-Chief of the Macmillan range of
learner’s dictionaries. Our local keynote speaker was Professor Mbulungeni Madiba from the
University of Cape Town. He is the current chairperson of the Pan South African Language
Board (PanSALB), and is an expert in language planning and corpus linguistics. The conference
delegates were from Southern Africa, North Africa, Europe and Asia.
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2. Terminology Development Processes
The Terminology development process is important in the intellectualization of a language, thus
ULPDO continues to develop isiZulu discipline specific terminology. This is in line with its goal
number one, which is to develop specialized technical terminology in order to compile a specialized multidisciplinary comprehensive bilingual isiZulu glossary. Therefore the office continues to host terminology
workshops in order to fulfill the above mentioned goal. In this quarter, there are two
terminology development workshops that were held, namely the Environmental Studies
Standardization and Authentication Workshop on the 11-13 August 2015 and the Research
Consultative Terminology Workshop on the 18-20 August 2015. As has become the norm, we
present the comprehensive terminology development process in Fig. 1 below.
Fig. 1. Terminology Development Process

2.1.

Environmental Studies Standardization and Authentication workshop

The ULPDO successfully hosted the Environmental Studies (ES) Standardization and
Authentication Workshop which, was held on the 11-13 August 2015 at Coastlands on the
Ridge.
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In the picture are the collaborators for this workshop including, Professor L.F. Mathenjwa, Professor A. M.
Maphumulo, Rev. J. Mazibuko. Dr. N. Biyela, Mrs. E. Sikhosana, Mr. Z. Xala, the subject specialists included, Ms. F.
Saunders and Dr. M. Gebreselasie, the PanSALB included Mr. J. Simelane, Ms. J. Ngcobo, and Ms. N. Kubheka and
the ULPDO staff members.

The ES standardization and authentication workshop was the last and important stage in the
terminology development processes. It involved the legislated body that authorizes isiZulu
terminology, the National Language Body (NLB), which is chaired by Professor Langalibalele
Mathenjwa. The standardization of the Environmental Studies terminology will not only benefit
the ES students but also the community at large. It will also improve the nature conservation
literacy. The NLB members together with the subject specialist Dr. M. Gebreselasie played a
crucial role in ensuring that each term is well understood before authentication. The NLB
suggested that the office visit places such as the Game Reserves so as to acquire more
information about animals and plants in isiZulu. Towards the end of the workshop the
evaluation forms were distributed and the feedback indicated that the workshop went very well.
However, concerns were registered about the limited time allocated given the technicalities of the
terms.
At the end 486 terms were standardized and are now ready for dissemination.

2.1.

Research Consultative Workshop

The ULPDO successfully hosted the Research Consultative Workshop on the 18-20 August
2015 at Coastlands on the Ridge Hotel.
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In the picture are the collaborators for this workshop including, Professor A.M. Maphumulo, Professor O.
Nxumalo, Dr. B. Zungu (Wits), Dr. G. Mazibuko, Dr. S. Ntuli (UKZN), Mr. Z. Xala, Mr. H. Gumede (UKZN), Mr.
B. Nxumalo (DUT), Ms. G. Mkhize (UKZN), Ms. J. Msibi (DAC), Mr. B. Mdluli (Leg) and Ms. W. Ngongoma, the
subject was Dr. T. Mnisi, the students included Mr. D Khambule, Ms. S. Radebe and Mr. S. Gumede and the
ULPDO staff members.

Research is one of the important areas at UKZN. Thus developing research specific terminology
contributes towards improved cognitive access to this very important aspect of knowledge
production. Stakeholders from different institutions, collaborators, subject specialists and
students gathered to discuss research terminology. The consultative workshop is one of the
initial stages in terminology development as shown in Fig 1. The workshop managed to complete
500 terms. These terms are now ready for the next stage called ‘terminology verification’. At the
end the participants commended the office for successfully hosting this workshop.

3. Running Projects
3.1.

Bua Lenna project

We must reiterate one of the foremost aims of the University Language Policy (2006 revised in
2014). The policy states that it aims to “[…] preserve and promote respect for, and proficiency
in, the languages referred to in the Constitution, and other languages, including the heritage
languages, that facilitate potentially valuable cultural, scientific and economic ties […]”. This is
vital in order to embrace and foster social cohesion within the University community. It is in this
light that ULPDO continues to run its Bua le nna (Let’sTalk) program. The program is
implemented in conjunction with the office of the director of student services through language
champions and ULPDO staff. The program is aimed at teaching conversational Sesotho to nonSesotho speaking students at UKZN student residences. The Bua Lenna sessions were held on
the 30th of July 2015 and 20th of August 2015 at Ansell May and John Bews Residence.
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In the picture are students who participated in this session, including the ULPDO staff members.

Four sessions took place between July and September 2015. Two sessions were held in Ansell
May Residence and another two sessions were in John Bews residence. A total of four sessions
have been hosted this quarter. These sessions are improving to become more successful and
interesting, as students show keen interest in attendance and participation. The champions have
also improved their facilitation since they come to these sessions very prepared to take students
through their materials and engage them where they either misunderstand or do not understand
at all. The office is proud to see this initiative grow and hope it will be more interesting in the
next quarter.

3.2.

Corpus Project

The IsiZulu National Corpus (INC) building is proceeding well and there has been a great
improvement from the previous quarter. The corpus is just under 2 million running words. The
corpus team has received and are currently processing large corpus files, which will have the
effect of increasing exponentially the corpus size in the next quarter. In the process the office
has unlocked new synergistic relations in this quarter with two important institutions, Shutter
and Shooter, and Inkazimulo newspaper. These institutions have committed to working with
UKZN and particularly to allow the ULPDO to collect corpus materials they need at any given
time. Thus far, shutter and shooter has made available corpus materials which will be collected as
soon as possible. The anticipated materials from Shutter and Shooter will significantly increase
the size of the INC. We are currently pursuing a similar arrangement with the UKZN Press in
order to access their publications that are in isiZulu.
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3.3.

Reading and Writing

The ULPDO in collaboration with DUT and KZN Department of Arts and Culture continues to

host the reading and writing workshops in order to sharpen the writing skills of novice writers.
The writing workshops also provide a platform to inculcate the culture of reading and writing in
isiZulu. In order for a language to be developed, raised and intellectualized it has to be written,
read and heard. The access and visibility makes the language improve and grow. Thus the
objectives of the workshops are inter alia to impart knowledge about writing isiZulu short stories
and novels, to create new generation of writers, and to prepare these budding authors for isiZulu
writing competitions.
The ULPDO plan is to host at least four of these workshops annually. The first was hosted on
the 31st of March 2015 and second on the 20th of June 2015. Dr. Mazibuko and Mrs Shabalala
facilitated these sessions and the next workshop will be held in September.

4. External Conference/Workshop Attendance
The office continues to participate in external events that are relevant to its core mandate. The
ULPDO Director, Dr. L Khumalo attended a conference at the University of South Africa
(UNISA) in Pretoria on the 20-21 of August 2015. A national conference on multilingualism in
Higher Education.
The ULPDO Director was invited to this national conference on multilingualism in higher
education as a keynote speaker. The title of his paper was “the intellectualization of indigenous
African languages in South African higher education: history, challenges and advances”. The
conference was attended by highly reputable scholars such as Dr. Pamela Maseko (Rhodes
University), Professor Richard Madadzhe (University of Limpopo), Dr. Tessa Dowling
(University of Cape Town), and Professor Mbulungeni Madiba (University of Cape Town) and
many other delegates across the country. The conference delegates shared their experiences and
challenges with possible solutions on higher education matters.

5. IsiZulu Dictionary Style Manual
The ULPDO hosted its first dictionary style manual workshop on the 19th of June 2015 at
Westville campus. It involved both internal and external stakeholders, namely; UKZN
academics, students, Pan South African Languages Board and EThekwini Municipality.
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In the picture is Mr Mpume Mbatha and some of the participants.

The process of terminology development is envisaged to culminate in the development of
isiZulu discipline specific dictionaries. Therefore hosting the style manual workshop is an
important precursor to that achievement. The director for isiZulu National Lexicography Unit,
Mr. Mpume Mbatha, a lexicography expert with over 30 years of experience, was the facilitator
of this workshop. He shared his extensive experience with delegates and explained the function
and method of creating the style manual.
At the end of the workshop the participants created a first draft of the isiZulu dictionary style
manual for the technical dictionaries that UKZN seeks to develop. The evaluations made it clear
that the participants enjoyed the workshop and found it to be informative and productive. One
of them said “Nenza umsebenzi omuhle kakhulu”.

6. Stakeholder Relations
6.1.

The University of Cape Town (UCT) and the University of Pretoria
(UP) Meetings

As part of stakeholder engagement the ULPDO Director, Dr Langa Khumalo attended meetings
at the University of Cape Town (UCT) and PanSALB offices in Pretoria. The UCT meeting was
held on the 29-31 of July 2015 in order to plan, discuss and concretize the isiZulu spellchecker
project. Dr. Maria Keet is working with ULPDO to develop an isiZulu prototype spellchecker
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using three strands, viz crowdsourcing text model, the Language for Specialized Purposes (LSP)
corpus model and the controlled natural language model. There is encouraging progress on this
initiative. Dr Khumalo also attended an important meeting in Pretoria at PanSALB headquarters
on the 3rd of August 2015 to discuss the progress of the Memorandum of Agreement (MOA)
between UKZN and PanSALB, and the appointment of the new PanSALB representative to the
ULB. PanSALB has agreed to give life to the MOA. The new CEO has committed to bringing
finality to the proposed agreement. Ms Nomadhlangala Ndabezitha (the head of national
lexicography units) and Dr. R.R. Monareng the new CO of PanSALB) have agreed to the
appointment of Mr. M. Mbatha to be the PanSALB representative to the ULB.

7. Internal Conferences and Symposiums
7.1.

AFRILEX Conference

The 20th International African Association for Lexicography (AFRILEX) Conference was held
on UKZN’s Howard College campus at the Unite Building from the 6th – 9th of July. Hosted by
the University Language Planning and Development Office, the conference is an annual
gathering of experts in lexicography, corpus linguistics, computer science and terminography
from the African continent and around the world. Keynote speakers at the conference included
Dr Michael Rundell from Macmillan in the United Kingdom and Professor Mbulungeni Madiba,
an Associate Professor and Co-ordinator of the Multilingualism Education Project at the
University of Cape Town. The conference was attended by delegates from Asia (China), Europe
(Germany and United Kingdom), and Africa (Gabon, Namibia, South Africa and Zimbabwe).
The UKZN Deputy Vice-Chancellor (DVC): Teaching and Learning, Professor R Vithal speaking while officially
welcoming the delegates for the 20th AFRILEX Conference.
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The AFRILEX President Opening the 20th Conference
The University Language Planning and Development Office hosted the 20th International
AFRILEX Conference on the 6th-11th of July 2015.

In the picture is the AFRILEX President Dr Victor Mojela.

While the DVC of Teaching and Learning at UKZN Professor Renuka Vithal officially
welcomed all conference to the University, the President of AFRILEX Dr Victor Mojela
officially opened the conference. The conference went well as we let the conference delegate(s)
speak for themselves:
Subject: Thanks to all
Dear Friends
I got back to Canterbury on Saturday morning (having met Prof. Mojela on the plane
from Durban) after a really memorable stay in KZN. I just wanted to congratulate you
all on running such a fantastic conference, and to thank you for inviting me to Afrilex
and for taking such good care of me while I was there.
The conference was excellent. I learned a great deal, and it will take some time to
absorb it all. The extra-curricular activities (meals, outings etc.) were really enjoyable,
and the whole event was exceptionally well organised - so my appreciation and thanks
go to everyone involved. It was good to see old friends again, and to meet some new
friends too. I hope we will keep in touch.
Very best wishes to you all
Michael
Dr Michael Rundell
Director, Lexicography MasterClass
www.lexmasterclass.com
Editor-in-Chief, Macmillan Dictionary
www.macmillandictionary.com
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Dear Langa
Just a note to thank you so much for last week’s conference. It really was so well
organised, and the atmosphere created by you and your team made the whole
experience great fun, as well as being very intellectually stimulating. As for the
conference dinner … quite one of the best I can remember from the many Afrilexes
I’ve attended! So, very many congratulations to you and your young, dynamic team.
Hope to see you down here in Grahamstown before too long.
With best wishes from a freeeezing Grahamstown
Jill
Jill Wolvaardt
Executive Director
Dictionary Unit for South African English
Rhodes University
PO Box 94 Grahamstown 6140
Tel: 046 603 7295

Judging from these words one can safely conclude that the conference was well organized and
therefore achieved its objectives.
UKZN staff participation in the 20th international AFRILEX conference
Three UKZN staff members presented academic papers during this conference, namely Dr L.
Khumalo (ULPDO Director), Mr. K. Mngadi (ULPDO Coordinator) and Mr. S. Nkontwana
(Language Researcher).
Dr Khumalo presented a paper on term extraction for an isiZulu linguistic terms dictionary using
a corpus linguistic method whilst Mr Mngadi presented on terminology development principles,
and Mr Nkontwana on the development of indigenous languages in South Africa using UKZN
as a case study. These papers were well received. The delegates applauded UKZN for driving the
intellectualization of isiZulu on the basis of a very solid theoretical foundation.

EThekwini municipality mayoral reception of AFRILEX delegates
The EThekwini municipality through the Mayor’s office organised a mayoral reception for the
AFRILEX conference delegates. This event was important for both UKZN and the municipality
because it gave delegates a chance to understand the Durban metro which created more interest
for delegates wishing to come back to visit UKZN and the city. The Mayoral reception event
was graced by the presence of the UKZN Vice Chancellor and Principal, Dr Albert van Jaarsveld
who welcomed the delegates and articulated the UKZN’s undivided support for the
development of the indigenous languages. The delegates were very happy to interact with
UKZN’s Vice Chancellor and Principal.
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The UKZN Vice Chancellor and Principal- Dr Albert van Jaarsveld officially welcoming the AFRILEX delegates.

In the picture is Dr Albert van Jaarsveld at the mayoral reception.

ULPDO Director (Dr Langa Khumalo) elected to AFRILEX board

In the picture are the newly elected Afrilex board members including Dr Langa Khumalo at the 20th international AFRILEX
Conference.

The Director of the University Language Planning and Development Office, Dr Langa
Khumalo, was elected to the Board of the African Association for Lexicography (AFRILEX). Dr
Khumalo’s election took place during the 20th International AFRILEX Conference. He will serve
on the Board for two years. He said ‘he viewed his elections to the Afrilex Board by his peers as
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a recognition of his contribution in the field of corpus lexicography’. He was also proud to have
led a team of local organisers in successfully hosting the AFRILEX conference.

5.2 The participants from different countries and institutions

In the picture are conference participants from different South African Higher Education Institution (UCT, Rhodes,
UNISA, UP, NWU, TUT etc.), and international universities and institutions.

Dr Michael Rundell from United Kingdom, Canterbury, provided a keynote address on ‘Moving
from print to digital: implications for dictionary policy and lexicographic conventions’.

In the picture is Dr. Rundell delivering his keynote address in the conference.
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Professor Mbulungeni Madiba from UCT, delivered a keynote address on the Intellectualisation of
African Languages.

In the picture is Professor Madiba delivering his keynote address in the conference.

The addresses resonated well with the theme of the conference. Delegates engaged the keynote
speakers on their topics and their responses were well understood. The discussion also enhanced
our (ULPDO and other participants) knowledge in lexicography. The conference was a success
and UKZN continues to lead the effort to intellectualize the indigenous languages in South
Africa.
It is clear that the ULPDO’s activity program is running very well. ULPDO is encouraged by the
executive support it receives from the DVC: Teaching and Learning and from the VC and
Principal, Professor Renuka Vithal and Dr Albert van Jaarsveld.

